
CyclingS trategy:Eton& EtonW ick

1. DescriptionoftheA rea

T hetow nofEtonandthevillageofEtonW ickaresituatedonthenorthernsideoftheR iverT ham es.Etonis

akey shoppingandvisitordestinationthatenjoyscloselinksw ithW indor,w hileEtonW ickhasanum berof

shopsandotherfacilitiesthatservetheneedsoflocalresidents.

2. L ocalDestinations

T hefollow inghavebeenidentifiedasthem aincyclingdestinationsw ithinthelocalarea:

Com m unity:

 EtonL ibrary

 EtonW ickL ibrary

 EtonW ickVillageHall

Education:

 EtonP orny C ofEFirstS chool

 EtonW ickC ofEFirstS chool

Em ploym ent:

 EtonCollege

 EtonT ow nCentre

L eisure:

 JubileeR iver

 R iverT ham es

 T ham esValley AthleticsCentre

S hopping:

 EtonT ow nCentre

 EtonW ickVillageCentre

Cross-boundary linksareim portantforlocalcom m unities,w ithm any peoplecyclingbetw eenS loughand

W indsorforcom m utingpurposes.

S incetherearenosecondary schools(otherthanEtonCollege)inthearea,secondary schoolpupilsm ust

traveltoschoolsinW indsor,DatchetorS lough.

Also,Dorney L akeinS outhBuckingham shireisapopularrecreationalcyclingdestination.

3. ExistingCyclingA ctivity

AnannualcordoncountisundertakenaroundW indsortow ncentreeachyear– theresultsconsistently

show thatW indsorBridgeisthem ostpopularcyclingrouteto/from W indsortow ncentrefollow edby

Barry Avenue.

S travaHeatM apsprovidesom eindicationastocyclinglevelsinotherpartsoftheparish,butthedatam ust

betreatedw ithadegreeofcaution,sincetheS travasm artphoneappstendstobeusedby sportscyclists



ratherthanutility cyclists.T herefore,theresultsarenotnecessarily representativeofeveryday cycling

activity.

N otw ithstandingthesecaveats,theheatm apsshow thatthereareanum berofroutesthatarecurrently

w ell-usedby cyclists,including:

 B3022 S loughR oad

 B3026 EtonW ickR oad

 B3026 P ococksL ane

 HighS treet,Eton

 BrocasS treet

 AthertonCourt

 EtonCourt

 N CN 4 T ham esP ath/M eadow L ane

 N CN 61 JubileeR iver

 N CN 461 EtontoS loughalongsiderailw ay viaduct

4. ExistingCyclingInfrastructure

T heareaiscrossedby N CN 4,w hichisalong-distancecycleroutebetw eenL ondonandFishguard,via

R eading,Bath,Bristol,S w ansea,Carm arthen,T enby,Haverfordw estandS tDavid’s. Italsoform spartofthe

L ondontoL and’sEndlong-distancecycleroutethatispopularw ithBritishandEuropeancycletourers.

N CN 4 alsoprovideslocallinkstoDorney L ake,Bray,M aidenheadandW indsorGreatP ark.T heroute

follow stheT ham esP athfrom EtonW ickandentersEtonviaM eadow L aneandBrocasL ane,before

crossingW indsorBridge,w hichisclosedtom otortraffic.

N CN 61 connectsM aidenheadtoHatfield,W elw ynGardenCity,andHertford. Itfollow stheJubileeR iver

betw eentheA4 /Berry HilljunctionandU ptonCourtP ark.

N CN 461 connectsW indsortoS loughandFarnham Com m on-thepathrunsalongsidetherailw ay viaduct

betw eenEtonandtheboundary w ithS loughandw asupgradedaspartofthepreparationsfortheL ondon

2012 O lym picandP aralym picGam es.

T herearesharedusefootw ay /cyclew aysalongbothsidesofS loughR oadbetw eenEtonCollegeand

P ococksL aneandontheeastsidefrom P ococksL anetotheboroughboundary.

T hereisaperm ittedcycletrackthatrunsparalleltoEtonW ickR oadbetw eentherailw ay viaductandEton

W ickandanotherbetw eenEtonW ickR oadandtheT ham esP ath.Cyclingisalsoperm ittedonthe

bridlew aysacrossS outhField.

Cyclingisperm ittedonP ublicFootpath36 betw eenP ococksL aneandtheJubileeR iver,pastT ham esValley

AthleticsCentre,w ithatoucancrossingonP ococksL ane.

P ubliccycleparkinghasbeenprovidedatthefollow inglocations:

 EtonCourt

 HighS treet,Eton

 P rincesClose,EtonW ick

 T ham esValley AthleticsCentre

 W indsorBridge



M any ofthedestinationsidentifiedinS ection2 areservedby thecurrentcycleroutenetw ork.

Inaddition,EtonW ickR oadistrafficcalm edw ithspeedcushionsandsubjecttoa30 m phspeedlim it

throughthevillage,w hileEtonW ickC ofEFirstS choolhasa20 m phspeedlim itinforcealongS heepcote

R oad. T hereisalsoa20 m phspeedlim itinforceacrossm ostofEtonT ow nCentre.

5. Key Issues

T hefollow ingissueshavebeenidentifiedfrom adesktopaudit,sitevisitsandpreviouscorrespondence:

 Cyclistsregularly ignoretheone-w ay restrictionthatisinforceonHighS treet,Eton.T hisisthecauseof

num erouscom plaints.

 T hecycletrackalongsideEtonW ickR oaddoesnotcontinueasfarasEtontow ncentre.

 N CN 4 /61 /461 arepredom inantly leisureroutes.T hey arem ostly unlitandthereforeunsuitedto

w intercom m uting.

 T hesharedusepathsonB3022 S loughR oadareofasubstandardw idth,w ithstreetlightsandtraffic

signscausingobstructions.

 T heperm ittedcycletracksacrossS outhFieldarevery narrow .

 A lackofavailablehighw ay landisakey constrainttoprovidingm orecycleroutes.

 R oadssuchasEtonW ickR oadandP ococksL aneareheavily traffickedduringpeakperiods.T hism akes

them unattractiveforcom m utercycling.

 AlthoughN CN routesarew aym arked,w ithdestinationsignsatsom ejunctions,theroutesw ould

benefitfrom additionalsignage,particularly onS loughR oad.

 W hilethereiscycleparkingonP rincesCourttoservetheshopsonthesouthsideofEtonW ickR oad,

thereisnocycleparkingtoservetheshopsonthenorthside.

 T hereisnocycleparkingatEtonW icklibrary andthevillagehall,andinadequatecycleparkingatthe

socialclubandfootballclub.

 T hereislim itedcycleparkinginEtonT ow nCentre.

 S om ebridlew aysareunsurfacedandarethereforeunsuitableforutility cyclingtrips.

 S om esectionsoftheriversideroute(footpath1)aresem i-floodedorbadly puddledafterrain,

especially intheareaaroundL ongBridge.

 Illegalcyclingregularly occursacrossT heBrocas.

6. R oadS afety

T hefollow ingcyclistcasualtieshavebeenrecordedintheareaduringthefiveyears2009 -2013:

 Zerofatal

 Zeroserious

 Fourteenslightcasualties.

L ocationsw ithm orethanoneincidentincluded:

 S loughR oad/P ococksL ane(4 slightcasualties)

 HighS treet/KeatsL ane(2 slightcasualties)

EtonP orny C ofEFirstS choolandEtonW ickFirstS choolbothtakepartinBikeability.



7. A ctionP lan

A num berofpotentialactionshavebeenidentifiedtorespondtotheissuesidentifiedintheaudit.T hese

w illbeconsulteduponinternally andw ithkey stakeholdersincludingw ardm em bers,parishcouncils,the

neighbourhoodplangroup,thecycleforum ,andneighbouringlocalauthorities.

A ction R esponsibility

1. Consultonexem ptingcyclistsfrom theone-w ay restrictiononHighS treet,
Eton,possibly aspartofaw iderreview oftrafficandparkingrestrictions.

T ransportP olicy /
T rafficM anagem ent&
R oadS afety

2. ConsultEtonCollegeaboutextendingthecycleroutealongEtonW ickR oad
betw eentherailw ay viaductandtheedgeofEton.

T ransportP olicy

3. ConsultEtonCollegeaboutw ideningthecycleroutesthroughS outhField. T ransportP olicy /
P ublicR ightsofW ay

4. Im provedirectionsigningonB3022 S loughR oad T ransportP olicy /
S loughBorough
Council

5. W identhesharedusepathontheeastsideofB3022 S loughR oadtothenorth
ofP ococksL ane,andreplace/m ovethestreetlights/trafficsignandpost
thatarecausinganobstruction.

T ransportP olicy

6. R eview theB3022 tothesouthofP ococksL anetoim proveconditionsfor
cyclistsandpedestrians

T ransportP olicy /
T rafficM anagem ent&
R oadS afety

7. P rovidecycleparkingatEtonW ickshops,villagehall/library andthesocial/
footballclub.

T ransportP olicy

8. Im provedrainage/surfacingalongfootpath1 aroundL ongBridge. P ublicR ightsofW ay


